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enclave, and, at the separation from Belgium the rest
of Limburg had to be divided between the Belgians
and the Dutch. The Dutch king was also Grand
Duke of Luxemburg.1 He handed over part of his
Luxemburg duchy to the Belgians and in exchange
received as a territorial indemnity part of the Belgian
province of Limburg. In sentiment this is now com-
pletely Dutch.
Relations with Belgium
Holland and Belgium are neighbours and part of
their boundary is the River Scheldt. A regime for
this waterway was agreed upon in 1839; but no such
agreement could last for ever without revision. When
Belgium was released from compulsory neutrality in
the Treaty of Versailles adjustments were needed,
and there was a negotiation on the whole question of
old and new waterways which was broken off by the
Belgians in 1920. It was afterwards resumed and
agreement was reached in 1925; but the Dutch Upper
Chamber refused its consent, fearing that the treaty
would give Antwerp advantages to the detriment of
Rotterdam. It was not until Belgian policy towards
the Great Powers fell into line with that of Holland2
that the two nations came closer together. As the fear
of German aggression grew, their mutual relations
improved, and the exchange of royal visits in 1938 and
1939, to celebrate the completion of a hundred years
of peace after the separation, marked a real political
friendship.
Foreign Policy
Throughout the modern period until 1940 Holland
constantly followed a policy of which the main prin-
1  The personal union with Luxemburg came to an end at the
accession of the present Queen of the Netherlands in 1890.
2  See below, p. 26.